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bacteria-resisting properties, as evidenced by two of his animal experi¬ 
mental cases where sepsis occurred and parts of each graft became united 
to the recipient bones, while the rest of the transplant succumbed to 
the infection and requestrated. The bone graft apparently acts always 
as a stimulus to osteogenesis to the bone into which it is ingrafted or 
contacted. The bone graft when well contacted becomes immediately 
adherent to the recipient bone by newly formed tissue, which changes 
to solid bone within four weeks’ time. This together with its bacteria- 
resisting property strongly favors, in Albee’s opinion, the substitution 
when feasible of the bone graft in place of all metal internal splints, 
especially when it is appreciated that metal has the opposite effect 
to the graft, in that it inhibits callous formation, produces bone absorp¬ 
tion, and favors infection. The dowel, the inlay, and wedge bone graft 
afford a means of repairing and remodelling the skeleton which the 
surgeon has not hitherto possessed. 
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The Treatment of Uterine Carcinoma with Cancerous Ascitic Fluid.— 

Green and Kourad {Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., 1914, clxx, 352), 
reports 6 cases of inoperable uterine carcinoma treated by subcutaneous 
injections of cancerous ascitic fluid. The authors were led to try this 
method of treatment because of the occasional relief from pain and the 
temporary retardation of growth that had been observed following 
similar treatment by Hodenpyl and Risley. An abundance of such 
fluid was obtained from one of the cases, and with this fluid autogenous 
inoculations were made in her case and heterogenous in five other 
patients. The treatment was continued in some instances over a 
period of four months. The reporting of this series of cases has been 
delayed for two years, in order to determine as far as possible whether 
the results obtained were permanent. These cases all showed a slight 
and irregular elevation of temperature, which, however, bore no apparent 
relation to the injections of cancerous ascitic fluid, but seemed rather 
to be due to septic absorption from the ulcerating surface of the cancer. 
The results obtained correspond with those obtained by Risley at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital. Three cases gave no apparent 
reaction; two patients, according to their own statement, were re¬ 
lieved of pain and improved in general physical condition; the third 
showed an apparent temporary relief of pain, and the tumor sloughed, 
apparently as a result of the treatment, as evidenced by the passage 
of necrotic tissue per vagina. Four of the patients died of the disease 
and apparently without retardation. Two others were discharged 
and lost to observation. The authors believe that these injections have 
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a beneficial effect, but whether this effect is due simply to a serum 
isotonic with the blood and acting as a stimulant or whether the 
action is specific remains still to be proven. Patients with extensive 
cancer are usually cachectic and ill-nourished, and therefore it is easy 
to conceive that the injection of a highly nutritive fluid would have a 
stimulating effect and aid in improving the general condition and thus 
probably add to the resistance against the cancer. The authors are of 
the opinion that the action of such serum is slight, temporary, and 
shows little or no specificity. 


The Influence of Calcium Chloride on Diuresis in Chronic Nephritis. 

Abnoldi and Bruckner) Ztschr. f. klin. Med., 1914, lxxix, 300) 
give their tabulated findings that show that calcium chlorid in small 
doses is able to cause considerable diuresis in chronic nephritis. This 
effect was especially observed in eases of nephritis associated with 
edema and scanty albuminous urine. In order to secure the maximum 
diuretic action of calcium chloride, they advise that the intake of fluids 
should be moderate, not over 26 c.c. per kilogram of body weight. 
The excretion of albumin was not appreciably influenced in 3 cases, 
in 5 eases the amount of albumin was more or less diminished and 
in no case was the albumin increased by the treatment. 

Artificial Pneumothorax. — Schaie (Jour. Amer. Med. Assoc., 1914 
lxii, 900) reports 45 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis in which the 
induction of artificial pneumothorax was attempted for therapeutic 
purposes. A complete pneumothorax was obtained in 21 cases and a 
partial penumothorax in 18 cases, while in 6 cases the attempt resulted 
in failure; 8 cases have given brilliant results. In cases with high 
fever the results have been most striking. Previously in all these 
cases there has been persistent fever for periods varying from three to 
eight months, and the patients had suffered from great loss of weight, 
chills, and sweats. In all of this group the temperature has remained 
low or normal since the induction of the pneumothorax, a length of 
time now varying from six months to one year. In 3 other instances, 
active and advancing processes have been arrested; 7 cases of hemor¬ 
rhage were treated, but in one of these cases the attempt to produce 
a pneumothorax was unsuccessful; 4 patients have had no recurrence 
of their hemoptysis during periods varying from six months to a year. 
In one patient the result was partially successful, as the patient has 
only occasionally spit blood since the operation. Another case has 
been treated too recently to know what the results will be. It was 
noted that in 8 cases there was an increase in the signs in the untreated 
lung; 5 of these had shown a slight tuberculous involvement in the 
other lung when treatment was begun; the rest apparently developed 
entirely new processes 


The Technique and Action of Subcutaneous Injection of Neosal- 
varsan. — Wechselmann and Eicke (Munch, med. Woch., 1914, lxi, 
535) advise the more frequent use of neosalvarsan by subcutaneous 
injections. They have given over 7000 such injections without serious 
accident. They inject from 0.3 to 0.45 gm. neosalvarsan dissolved in 
0.5 c.c. of hot 0.7 per cent, salt solution. The most important point 



